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				Ahhh. It’s that time again. You’re about to relocate someplace else. Depending on how you see it, moving is one of the most memorable moments in life. It’s when you get to start over with a blank space and create new experiences. But exciting as it sounds, there are many things to consider before you…
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A local moving company in Austin usually costs a rate of $109 – $149 / hour on average. Now, that’s a pretty generalized figure. The final can be lower, higher, or within that range, depending on your needs. Below is a more in-depth explanation of what affects the cost of your move.





What Determines Your Move’s Cost?





In general, local moves are obviously cheaper than long-distance ones. Many factors associated with interstate moving will be absent or significantly reduced in a local move, such as the distance, toll fees, parking permits, fuel, etc.





However, it’s still important to understand the involved factors so you can work around your budget. Knowing this, here are basic elements that will determine how much you’ll spend.





Services





The primary reason why you’re hiring movers is to have them do the job for you, right? Then it’s only natural that the biggest chunk of your expenses will come from the services they provide. If you don’t like having to lift a finger, you’d want to opt for a full-service move which includes:





	Planning: Your local movers will take care of devising a strategy to safely move your belongings through doorways, corridors, and stairs.
	Packing Services: Anything from your smallest utensil to large appliances will be boxed up by the movers using A+ quality materials.
	Loading and Unloading: The movers will handle the heavy work, including balancing the shipment’s weight inside the truck.
	Unpacking: This saves you a lot of confusion later. Just be sure to be present and guide them on what room the boxes go to.
	Disposal: Leaving a bad impression is the last thing your local movers want. Expect no traces of packing paper, cardboard, and bubble wrap when everything’s over.






Of course, a full-service move costs a good deal for the convenience. However, there are plenty of ways to cut down on costs, which we’ll get to later.





Size of Your Home





Actually, the cost isn’t entirely about your house’s area but more specifically, the amount/weight of stuff in the rooms you want to move. You could be living in a mansion, yet you only want to transfer items in the kitchen, living room, and bedroom. Knowing this, a two-bedroom apartment will cost more than moving a simple studio if you want to relocate everything inside.





Number of Movers 





In addition to moving companies imposing a minimum number of movers for different home sizes, having more people working on a move dramatically reduces the timeframe. To give you a rough idea:






	
Home Size	
# of Movers	
How Long Will It Take?
	Studio	2 movers	3 hours
	1-bedroom	2 movers	4 hours
	2-bedroom	3 movers	6 hours
	3-bedroom	4 movers	6 – 7 hours
	5-bedroom or more	5 – 6 movers	10 – 12 hours or more
				







Time of the Year





Seasons have a significant impact on the moving industry. Demands for relocation spike during the summer thanks to the amazing weather and school being out-of-session. This increased demand causes prices to skyrocket. It’s also pricier to relocate in September when students are making the transition to their new dorms. On the contrary, it’s friendlier to your wallet if you move during the winter season. People hate moving during the cold months, so local movers are more willing to negotiate the price to land a gig.





Other Factors That Affect Moving Costs





While the factors above are definite, some aspects may or may not affect your move. Here are some additional costs you might want to account for:





	Insurance: If you don’t find the basic coverage enough to ensure your belongings, you’ll have to pay more to get yourself full-value protection insurance. 
	Storage services: Are you between homes? You could always entrust your extra belongings to your movers while you sort things out.
	Lack of elevator/extra stairs: Your movers might charge you extra if you’re moving to a high apartment floor with no elevator access since they’ll have to manually carry your possessions. 
	Extra services: Anything not included in a basic move, such as furniture assembly, white-glove moving, last-minute moves, and junk removal.






Don’t worry about your extra belongings, there are storage services that can keep them for you for a time.




Tips on How to Save During a Move





Fortunately, there are many ways to reduce the cost of a move. You just need to exert a bit of effort. Here are some practical ways to help you save money on your move:





	Plan ahead. This includes preparing a budget, researching for affordable yet reliable movers, and organizing your home’s inventory. 
	Sell things you don’t need. Instead of bringing along something you barely use, why don’t you use it to generate cash? Sell your extra stuff in a yard sale or through online marketplaces.
	Pack smart. If you choose to do the packing yourself, save money by buying boxes in bulk, using old linen to wrap furniture, or wrapping breakables in old newspapers. Hit up the internet for other resourceful ways to prepare a move.
	Compare rates. One of the best ways to ensure you’re getting a good rate is by comparing rates from multiple local moving companies. Remember, going with the cheapest option doesn’t always mean the best value for your move. The key is finding a local mover that offers a blend of affordability and great service.
	Move during the off-season. If you’re moving long distance, try to plan your move during the moving off-season. Peak moving season generally runs from May-August, and busy moving companies often charge a premium for their services during this time. If you can time your move during the off-season months, you may be able to get a better deal on your move.
	Moving on a weekday. If you’re moving locally, try to time your move on a weekday. Most people book their moves for the weekend when they are off work. If you have the flexibility to move on a weekday, you may be able to ask your moving company about a lower rate.
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				You’ve finally decided to move, huh? Congrats. That’s one big decision. You might have a load of things going on in your mind right now, and packing is surely one of those. So how will you pack your clothes? It’s tempting to clump them together, stuff them in a clean trash bag, and toss them…
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				Choosing the right moving company is one of the easiest ways to minimize the moving day stress that most of us endure during the relocation process. But it’s not always so simple to choose the best movers, considering the plethora of options who all promise to be the best in town. Rather than choose a name that sounds good and hope for the best, keep the eight tips below in mind and get the moving experts that keep relocations simple.

1- License & Insurance is a Must

People will tell you to look for movers that have this or that quality, sort of like we’re doing here. And while it’s great to find a company that brings as many of those qualities to the table as possible, none of those qualities are more important than license and insurance. It’s not optional; hire a moving company that is unlicensed and uninsured, and you could be in for financial devastation, not to mention a lot of anger.

2- Do Your Homework

Diligent research is important when it’s time to find a great moving company. Use a variety of resources to research and learn as much as possible about a moving company before you hire. Don’t be afraid to check out online reviews and ‘best of’ websites that can help direct you toward a great company. Furthermore, you can ask friends, neighbors, coworkers, and others to refer you to a great moving company.

3- Set a Budget

How much money can you comfortably spend to hire a moving company? Set a budget before you start calling companies. Stick as closely to the allocated budget amount as possible. Don’t put yourself into debt to hire a moving company because there are many that will accommodate even modest budgets.

4- Don’t Forget Estimates

Moving companies offer free estimates upon request. Use the estimates to compare prices with various companies in the area, so you know where to find the best price. Do not let the job cost alone decide the company best to hire for your project, but certainly use it as one of the primary factors.

5- Get References

Any good moving company should have several references on hand to provide clients upon request. Ask for a few references, but don’t just make this request without putting it to good use. Make sure you contact the references to learn what they say about the moving company.

6- Beware of Extra Fees

Never sign a blank moving contract and make sure that the time is taken to read over every line of the contract that you do sign. Some scrupulous moving companies may have fine print in there that could change the entire moving relationship and cost you considerably more money than intended. Read over contracts with a fine tooth comb and use common sense to avoid this mishap.

7- Take Your Time

Moving is a big job. Treat it as such and don’t attempt to rush through things, whether it is packing the boxes or finding the right movers. The more time that is taken to handle the move the right way, the less stress and headache you’ll endure.

8- Don’t Pay in Advance

Many moving companies require a deposit be placed ahead of the move. That is normal, but you should never be asked to pay the total cost of the move ahead of time. Never be inclined to make such an action and run quickly from a company that makes this type of request. Keep your eye out for this and other moving scams to avoid trouble.
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				Packing the kitchen is one of the most dreaded parts of any move, but following these simple seven steps will have you out of the kitchen and on the road to your new home in no time. Step One: Gather your supplies You will need boxes that are strong enough to hold fifteen to twenty…
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				The expression of ‘home is where the heart is’ can carry a whole new meaning for those who’ve just moved. Not only does the transition to a new location mean moving out of your house, but it also means leaving behind familiar friends and places that have been precious to you and your family throughout the years. And whether you’re moving across town or state lines, here are five ways to get settled in faster after your move.

 1.Throw a Welcoming Party

To feel connected to your new community, it’s essential to know your neighbors. And instead of waiting for them to come to you, reach out to those living in your neighborhood and invite them over for an open house party. This can allow people to meet your family and see that you’re interested in building new relationships. And whether it’s a catered meal, poolside party, or a simple barbecue, a housewarming get-together can help your family settle into your surroundings.



2. Find the Best Places to Shop

Living in a new city without knowing where to find the best groceries or shopping items can be a little frustrating at times. And to avoid getting stressed out over your family’s growing needs, try to spend the first few weeks charting out the best places for groceries. Then, try thinking beyond weekly shopping lists to find the best clothing, dry cleaning, home improvement, and pharmacy needs as well. Ask neighbors, store clerks, and other locals about their favorites and what they would recommend to you and your family.

3. Join a Community

How did you meet your friends in your previous city? What brought your community together week after week? Whether it was through a church, hobby, or your work, create a similar group of friends in your new location by participating in things that are important to you. You can even meet or build a community online by visiting Meetup, which finds groups that are based on your family’s age, interests, and location.

 4. Become a Regular

Whether you’re a coffee drinker, an amateur burger critic, or a fitness guru, get yourself out to a local spot and stick to going there often. Find the best restaurant, library, or even workout gym in your new town and become a regular. By visiting your new favorite locations regularly, you’ll feel more at home in your surroundings and can give other ‘regulars’ and staff the chance to know and befriend you.



5. Try Something New

Now is the perfect time to learn a new skill or develop a fun hobby, especially as it will give you the chance to meet new people from around your neighborhood. Try signing up for classes in baking, photography, martial arts, or music, and allowing yourself to invest time in what makes you feel happy. And whether you try new things on your own or as a family experience, getting outside of your comfort zone can bring a sense of accomplishment and pride in your new home environment.
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				Moving can be hard work since it involves packing, repacking, hauling, and making quick decisions about your new living space. However, relocating does not have to be stressful. This article gives six tips for organizing the least stressful relocation possible. 1. Rent plenty of space The day has finally arrived to put your labeled boxes…
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